
WELCOME 
TO

BULGARIA



National  Anthem

Stately Old Mountain… …next to it the Danube sparkles…

…the sun shines over Thrace… …and blazes over Pirin !!!



National Anthem
The National Anthem of  Bulgaria since 1964 has been  

“Mila Rodino” ( Dear Motherland ). 
The song was written by Tsvetan Radoslavov in 1885. 

He was one of the 13 000 volunteers  fighting 
in the Serbo-Bulgarian War (1885).

On his way to Bulgaria, on the board of the steamship he 
wrote the lyrics 

and composed the music.



Republic of Bulgaria
Area : 110 993.6 
square kilometers  

Population: 7.973.673  
Capital  : Sofia 

Currency : Bulgarian 
   Lev     

State Government : A parliamentary republic with one-chamber 
Parliament (National Assembly) of 240 members for  

a four-year-term 
Head of state : President elected for a five-year-term 

Official Language : Bulgarian 
Official Religion : Eastern Orthodox 



 National  Flag
The white colour symbolizes patriotism and 

Lord’s protection for the Bulgarian people obtained by 
entreaties of all the Bulgarian saints.

The green colour symbolizes freedom 
 and the green fields and mountains of our Motherland.

The red colour is a symbol of the blood shed  
for the Liberation of Bulgaria. 

It is also a bidding for the contemporary people  
to be ready always to protect the independence of Bulgaria. 



Coat of Arms 

National Day :  3 March 
The Day of the Liberation 

of Bulgaria



Major Cities   SOFIA                               

The National Palace 
Of Culture

Battenberg square

St. George Rotunda 
from the 4-th 

century

The National Theatre

St Alexander Nevsky 
Cathedral



Major Cities 
PLOVDIV

The Roman theatre

Ethnographic  
Museum

The City Hall of Plovdiv



Major Cities 
 

VARNA
The Sport Palace

The Varna 
CathedralThe Memorial in 

commemoration 
of  the Polish and 
Hungarian King 
Vladislav  who 

died in the battle 
against the 

Ottoman Turks 
in 1444 



  Historic Sites

The Ancient town of 
Nessebar

With its extremely beautiful nature 
and unique ancient and mediaeval 
architecture it is one of the most 

attractive resorts and tourist 
attractions at the coast  

of the Black Sea.



                                 Historic Sites  
Veliko Turnovo - capital of   

  Mediaeval Bulgaria



Historic Sites  
Veliko Turnovo - 

capital of   
  Mediaeval Bulgaria



Historic SitesThe Monument of 
Liberty 

Shipka peak is a sacred 
place for  

the Bulgarian national 
independence.

  

Near the town of Shipka is the Temple-Monument 
built in the memory of all the soldiers who died 

for the Liberation of Bulgaria in  
the Russo-Turkish War (1877-1878). 

It is the place where the 
brave  

7 500 Bulgarian volunteers  
defended the freedom of 
Bulgaria fighting against 

the 30 000 Turkish soldiers 
In August 1877. 

Christ’s 
Birth 
Cathedral



        The territories of Bulgaria have been inhabited  since pre-
historic times.  

The oldest gold treasure in the world was found near the city 
of Varna  

and dates back to 
 the 5-th millennium B.C.

Cultural and Historical Heritage  



Cultural and Historical Heritage
  The 

Valley of 
the 

Thracian 
Kings

There are almost 100 
Thracian stone-built 

under-tumuli constructions 
in Bulgaria that are 

usually called tombs. 
Fifteen such buildings are 

in the Kazanlak Valley. 
Only few of them are  

similar but not identical.



Cultural and Historical Heritage
The most famous of all the Thracian  

tombs 
is the one in Kazanlak. It dates back to 

the 4-th century B.C. 
It was found on April 19, 1944 during 

trench digging by a couple of soldiers.

The brilliance of its frescoes is 
the reason for it being included  

In the UNESCO’s  
World Heritage List.



Cultural and Historical Heritage
The Thracian town Seuthopolis was 
capital of  King Seuthes III at the end of  

the 4-th and the beginning  
of the 3-rd century B.C. 

It was found during the excavations for 
the Koprinka reservoir 

 between 1948 and 1954. 

Koprinka reservoir will be the object 
of a grandiose project of the 

Municipality of Kazanlak. 
The ambition is the retrieval of the 
ruins of the ancient town from the 

bottom of the reservoir.



Cultural Heritage of Mediaeval Bulgaria 
 

 The Madara Horseman

     
It represents the figure of a 

warrior triumphing over a 
lion and it’s carved into a 
100-m-high cliff in north-
east Bulgaria in the first 

decade of the 8-th century. 

 The inscriptions beside the 
sculpture tell of events that 
occurred between AD 705 

and 801.  

The Madara Horseman is 
included in the World 

Heritage List of UNESCO.



Cultural  and Historic Heritage 
 of Mediaeval Bulgaria

The relief was made 
during the reign of 
khan Tervel  - he 

defeated the Arabs in 
the battle of 

Constantinople in 718 
when between  

22 000 and 30 000 
Arabs were killed. Khan Tervel together with 

the Frankish  king Charles 
Martel are the Saviors of 
Mediaeval Europe from 

Arab conquest. 



The Saint Brothers Cyril and Methodius 
Co-Patrons of Europe

Only the Bulgarian people have  
 special holiday dedicated to 

books and culture – May, 24-th. 
On that day the entire nation 
celebrates the legacy of Cyril 

and Methodius who  
in the 9-th century aserted the 
right of the Slav people to pray 
and express themselves in their 

own tongue and alphabet. 



The Saint Brothers  
Cyril and  Methodius 
Co-Patrons of Europe

The Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church 

proclaimed them Saints  
as early as the 10-th century. 

In 1985 
 Pope John Paul II 

Proclaimed St. Cyril and 
Methodius 

Co-patrons of Europe.



Cultural Heritage 
 of Mediaeval Bulgaria

The Boyana 
Church was 
built in 1259 
during the 

reign of tsar 
Constantine 

Assen  
( 1257-1277)The two sponsors 

 sevastocrator Kaloyan 
and his wife Desislava

All the frescoes 
are totally 

different from the 
typical  

mediaeval style. 
The images are so 
vivid and realistic 

that historians 
describe them as 

Renaissance . 
The church is in 
the UNESCO’s 
World Heritage 

List.



Bulgarian  Art

Vladimir 
Dimitrov- 
Maistora 

(1882-1960)

He is considered one of the 
most talented 20-th 

century Bulgarian painters 
and the most  

remarkable stylist in 
Bulgarian painting. 



Bulgarian  Art
Vladimir Dimitrov-Maistora began 

his career as a clerk.  
In 1903 he began studying in the 

School of Drawing in Sofia where he 
had been called  

Maistora (the Master) for the first 
time.



Bulgarian Modern Art

The most eccentric  
Bulgarian artist  

Christo Yavashev  
with his wife

The Reichstag wrapped by Christo

Christo’s Gates in New York



Bulgarian Literature
Yordan Radichkov 

( 1929 – 2004 ) 

He was a unique talent 
translated and appreciated 

abroad and he was  
often called  

 “magician of the words”.
He knew the depths of  human soul 

and often used to say: 
“Man constitutes a very long 

sentence written with great love and 
inspiration but full of spelling 

mistakes.” 



The Father of the Computer

John Atanasoff 
(1903 – 1995)

The first computer

The monument in Sofia 
raised on the occasion  

of the centenary of his birth

He was an American  
proud of his 

Bulgarian origin 





 
The Great Bulgarian  

Voices

 Their album soon became a 
best seller and in 1990 earned 

the American “Grammy Award”.  
It was at that time that the choir 
was called “Le Mystere des Voix 

Bulgares”. ”(The Mystery of the 
Bulgarian Voices). 

Marcel Cellier, Swiss music 
producer, discovers the beauty 

of Bulgarian folk songs, folk 
singers,  their unique voices 

and choral skills in the 1970s.



The Great  
Bulgarian Voices

 It is a well-known fact that the Bulgarians are 
very gifted singers - their oral cavity is perfect 
for the complete development of sound. Such 

is the claim made by  
Herbert von Karajan.  

Whether this is pure anatomy, a mystery, or 
simply a natural phenomenon, the Bulgarian 
voices are and have always been a model for 

exceptional quality in vocal art.   



The Great  
Bulgarian Voices

Valya Balkanska

Born on January, 8-th 1942 she is 
a Bulgarian  

folk music singer 
 from the Rhodope Mountains 

known for singing 
the song “Izlel e Delyu 

Haydutin”, part of the Voyager 
Golden Record selection of 
music included in the two 

Voyager spacecrafts launched in 
1977.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voyager_Golden_Record
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voyager_Golden_Record
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voyager_program
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The Great  
Bulgarian Voices

Born in Bourgass, 
Bulgaria 

she graduated the 
Sofia Conservatory. 

She is one of the 
most gifted and 

popular soprano of 
the La Scala, Milan, 

bearer of many 
awards for opera 

voices. 
She was the one, 
besides Andrea 

Bocelli, chosen to 
sing at the funeral of 
the great Pavarotti.

Raina  
Kabaivanska

Nikolai 
Ghiaurov

Born in Velingrad, 
Bulgaria he was one of 

the most prominent 
basses  

of the 20-th century. 
Among his most 

acclaimed roles was 
Mussorgsky’s 

 Boris Godunov.

http://www.rainakabaivanska.net/


Teodosii Spassov

He plays the kaval, an eight-
hole wooden “shepherd” 
flute which is one of the 

oldest instruments in 
Europe. 

He has developed his own 
unique style of playing by 
synthesizing traditional 
folklore with jazz, fusion 

and classical music.

In April 1995 Newsweek magazine 
recognized him as one of the most talented 
Eastern-European musicians, noting that he 
has actually invented a new musical genre.

AWARDS: 
-The Special Prize of Detroit 
Flute Festival, 1994 
-The International Academy of 
Arts in Paris Award, 1996 
-“Music Artist of the Year” at 
the National Music Awards, 
1997 and 2002





Thank you for 
your attention!


