
Cyber gambling and addiction



• Online gambling  is any kind 
of gambling conducted on 
the internet. This includes 
virtual poker, casinos and sports 
betting. The first online gambling 
venue opened to the general public, 
was ticketing for 
the Liechtenstein International Lottery
 in October 1994. Today the market is 
worth around $40 billion globally each 
year, according to various estimates.



• Many countries restrict or ban online 
gambling. However it is legal in some 
states of  the USA, some provinces 
in Canada, most countries of  
the European Union and several nations 
in the Caribbean. 

• In many legal markets, online gambling 
service providers are required by law to 
have some form of  licence if  they wish 
to provide services or advertise to 
residents there. For example, the United 
Kingdom Gambling Commission or 
the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 
Board in the USA.



-Forms: 
• The Internet has allowed new 

types of  gambling to be available 
on line. Improvements in 
technology have changed betting 
habits just as video lottery 
terminals, keno and scratchcards 
changed the gambling industry in 
the 20th century. 

• Gambling has become one of  
the most popular and lucrative 
businesses on the Internet. 



• Poker 
-Online poker tables commonly 
offer Texas hold 'em, Omaha, Seven-
card stud, razz, HORSE and other 
game types in 
both tournament and Cash 
game structures. Players play against 
each other rather than the "house", 
with the card room making its money 
through "rake" and through 
tournament fees.



• Casinos 
-There are a large number 
of online casinos in which people 
can play casino games such 
as roulette, blackjack, pachinko, ba
ccarat and many others. These 
games are played against the 
"house" which makes money 
because the odds are in its favor.



• Other types of  cyber gambling 
can be sports betting, bingo, 
lotteries, horse racing betting, 
mobile gaming, etc…



---Legal status:--- 

• Antigua and Barbuda 
• Australia 
• Canada 
• France 
• Germany 
• India 
• Israel 
• Poland 
• Russia 
• Singapore 
• Ukraine 
• United Kingdom 
• United States 



• Problem gambling 
-A 2015 review found evidence of higher rates of mental health comorbidites, as well as higher amounts of 
substance use, amongst internet gamblers, compared to non internet gamblers. Causation, however, has 
not been established, and the review postulated that there may differences in the cohorts between internet 
and land-based problem gamblers. 
-In the United States in 1999 the National Gambling Impact Study stated "the high-speed instant 
gratification of Internet games and the high level of privacy they offer may exacerbate problem and 
pathological gambling". A UK government-funded review of previous research noted a small scale patient 
survey leading to press reports claiming that 75% of people who gamble online are "problem" or 
"pathological" gamblers, compared to just 20% of people who visit legitimate land-based casinos 
-In August 2014 the National Council of Problem Gambling partnered with the Gambling Integrity Services 
(GIS). The GIS will evaluate these recently regulated internet gambling operators in order to ensure they 
comply with NCPG's internet Responsible Gambling Standards. A study released by the University of 
Buffalo in November 2014 states that the explosion of online gambling in the United States in the past 
decade has not given rise to more people with gambling problems.





• Money laundering 
-It has also been alleged that the largely 
unsupervised electronic funds transfers inherent in 
online gambling are being exploited by criminal 
interests to launder large amounts of 
money. However, according to a US GAO study, 
"Banking and gaming regulatory officials did not 
view Internet gambling as being particularly 
susceptible to money laundering, especially when 
credit cards, which create a transaction record 
and are subject to relatively low transaction limits, 
were used for payment. Likewise, credit card and 
gaming industry officials did not believe Internet 
gambling posed any particular risks in terms of 
money laundering."



Thanks for your time!
• Questions: 
-What is online gambling? 
-Do you know some forms 
of  gambling? 
-Which countries have 
legal status?


