
from FIRST CERTIFICATE LANGUAGE PRACTICE M. Vince

PART ONE

1. Underline the most suitable verb form in each sentence.

a) I wish Peter doesn't live/didn't live/wouldn't live so far away from the town

centre. We'll have to take a taxi.

b) I feel rather cold. I wish I brought/had brought my pullover with me.

c) What a pity. I wish we don't have to/didn't have to/wouldn't have to leave.

d) I wish you tell/told/had told me about the test. I haven't done any revision.

e) I wish the people next door hadn't made/wouldn't make/couldn't make so mud

noise. I can't hear myself think!

f) Darling, I love you so much! I wish we are/had been/would be/could be

together always!

g) I'm sorry I missed your birthday party. I really wish I come/came/had

come/would come.

h) I like my new boss but I wish she gave/would give/could give me some more

responsibility.

i) Having a lovely time in Brighton. I wish you are/were/had been here.

j) This car was a complete waste of money. I wish I didn't buy/hadn't bought it.

2. Put each verb in brackets into a suitable verb form.

a) This train journey seems endless! I wish we (go) by car.

b) I wish I (have) the money to buy some new clothes, but I can't afford any at the moment.

c) I wish the government (do) something about the pollution in the city.

d) I'm getting really soaked! I wish I (not forget) my umbrella.

e) I wish you (not do) that! It's a really annoying habit.

f) That was a lovely meal, but I wish I (not eat) so much.

g) I wish I (study) harder for my exams. I'm not going to pass.

h) I wish you (not leave) your dirty shoes in your bedroom!

i) I'm afraid I have no idea where Diana has gone. I wish I (know)

j) I really enjoyed our trip to the theatre. I wish we (go) more often.

3. Underline the most suitable verb form in each sentence.



a) A cheque is all right, but I'd rather you pay/paid me cash.

b) Imagine you live/lived in New York. How would you feel?

c) If only I have/had/would have a screwdriver with me.

d) If you want to catch the last train, it's time you leave/left.

e) I'd rather you don't/didn't tell anyone about our conversation.

f) I've got a terrible headache. If only I didn't drink/hadn't drunk that wine.

g) If you don't mind, I'd sooner you practised/had practised/would practise your violin somewhere else.

h) It's high time you learn/learned to look after yourself.

i) Jean thinks that everyone likes her. If only she knows/knew what people say behind her back!

j) I'd rather we stay/stayed at home this Christmas for a change.

4. Look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should

not be there. Tick each correct line. If a line has a word which should not be there, underline it.

Losing your memory

Imagine it that one day you woke up and

discovered that you had completely lost your

memory. How would you have feel exactly?

I have thought about this recently after I was

involved in a traffic accident. I woke up in

hospital, and said to myself 'It's the time I

got up and have went to school!' I soon realised

my mistake. A nurse came in and asked to me

what my name was. I thought about it for a

moment and then said, 'I would wish I knew!'

Then I tried to get up. 'I'd rather prefer

you didn't do that,' said the nurse. 'Don't worry

you'll have it your memory back soon.'

'I wish you hadn't have said that,' I replied.

'Now I am really worried! If I hadn't looked

in my wallet, I wouldn't have been known my

own name!' Unfortunately my memory soon came

back, and I realised I had a maths test the next day!

5. Put each verb in brackets into a suitable verb form.



a) What can we do to get in touch with Robert? If only we (know) his phone number.

b) Come on children! It's time you (be) in bed.

c) Actually I'd rather you (not smoke) in here.

d) Suppose you (see) a ghost. What would you do?

e) I'm so annoyed about my car accident. If only I (be) more careful!

f) It's high time you (start) working more seriously.

g) I'd rather you (not put) your coffee on top of my book.

h) I've no idea where we are! If only we (have) a map.

i) Your hair is rather long. Don't you think it's time you (have) a haircut?

j) Visiting museums is interesting, but I'd sooner we (go) swimming.

6. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the

word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including

the word given.

a) It would be nice to be able to fly a plane.

could

I wish …………………………………..a plane

b) Please don't eat in the classroom.

you

I'd rather ……………………………………………classroom

c) I think we should leave now.

we

I think it's ……………………………….left

d) What a pity we ate all the food.

only

If ………………………………….all the food

e) It's a shame we don't have a video.

wish

I ………………………………………..a video

f) Don't shout all the time, it's so annoying!

wouldn't

I …………………………………………..shout all the time

g) I don't want you to buy me a present.



sooner

I'd………………………………………… buy me a present.

h) I don't like being so tall.

wish

I …………………………………………..so tall.

i) We ought to start work now.

started

It's………………………………………… work.

j) I regret not going to university.

had

I ……………………………………………..to university.

PART 2

1. Underline any relative pronouns that can be left out in these sentences.

a) I think that my boss is the person who I admire most.

b) Harry, who was tired, went to bed very early.

c) We're taking the train that leaves at 6.00.

d) Have you seen the book that I left here on the desk?

e) The film which we liked most was the French one.

f) My radio, which isn't very old, has suddenly stopped working.

g) The clothes which you left behind are at the reception desk.

h) The couple who met me at the station took me out to dinner.

i) Last week I ran into an old friend who I hadn't seen for ages.

j) Don't cook the meat that I put in the freezer - it's for the dog.

2. Replace the relative pronouns in italics with that, where possible.

a) This is the magazine which I told you about.

b) John's flat, which is in the same block as mine, is much larger.

c) The girl whose bag I offered to carry turned out to be an old friend.

d) The policeman who arrested her had recognised her car.

e) I work with someone who knows you.

f) We don't sell goods which have been damaged.



g) Brighton, which is on the south coast, is a popular holiday resort.

h) I don't know anyone whose clothes would fit you.

i) There's a cafe near here which serves very good meals.

j) People who park outside get given parking tickets.

3. Underline the most suitable word in each sentence.

a) My friend Jack, that/who/ whose parents live in Glasgow, invited me to spend Christmas in Scotland.

b) Here's the computer program that/whom/whose I told you about.

c) I don't believe the story that/who/whom she told us.

d) Peter comes from Witney, that/who/which is near Oxford.

e) This is the gun with that/whom/which the murder was committed.

f) Have you received the parcel whom/whose/which we sent you?

g) Is this the person who/which/whose you asked me about?

h) That's the girl that/who/whose brother sits next to me at school.

i) The meal, that/which/whose wasn't very tasty, was quite expensive.

j) We didn't enjoy the play that/who/whose we went to see.

4. Put a suitable relative pronoun in each space, or leave the space blank where possible.

a) My bike, … I had left at the gate, had disappeared.

b) The shoes… I bought were the ones I tried on first.

c) The bag in… the robbers put the money was found later.

d) The medicine…. the doctor gave me had no effect at all.

e) Peter, …..couldn't see the screen, decided to change his seat.

f) I really liked that tea …..you made me this morning.

g) What was the name of your friend …..tent we borrowed?

h) The flight …..Joe was leaving on was cancelled.

5. Make one new sentence from each pair of sentences. Begin as shown, and use the word given in

capitals.

a) Brenda is a friend. I went on holiday with her. WHO

Brenda is ...

b) This is Mr Smith. His son Bill plays in our team. WHOSE

This is Mr Smith

c) Her book was published last year. It became a best seller. WHICH



Her book

d) This is the bank. We borrowed the money from it. WHICH

This is the bank from

e) I told you about a person. She is at the door. WHO

The person

f) Jack's car had broken down. He had to take a bus. WHOSE

Jack,

6. Make one sentence from each group of sentences, beginning as shown.

Ex. a) The hotel was full of guests. The hotel was miles from anywhere. The guests had gone there to admire

the scenery.

The hotel, which was miles from anywhere, was full of guests who had gone there to admire the scenery.

b) I lent you a book. It was written by a friend of mine. She lives in France.

The book I

c) A woman's jewels were stolen. A police officer was staying in the same hotel.

The woman was interviewed by him.

The woman whose

d) A goal was scored by a teenager. He had come on as substitute. This goal won the match.

The goal which

e) I was sitting next to a boy in the exam. He told me the answers.

The boy I

f) My wallet contained over £100. It was found in the street by a schoolboy. He returned it.

My wallet,

g) My friend Albert has decided to buy a motorbike. His car was stolen last week.

My friend Albert,

h) Carol is a vegetarian. I cooked a meal for her last week. She enjoyed it.

Carol,

7. Put one suitable word in each space, or leave the space blank where possible.

Murder At The Station by Lorraine Small. Episode 5. Trouble on the 6.15. The story so far: Jane Platt, (1)…
is travelling to London because of a mysterious letter, is the only person (2)… witnesses a murder at

Victoria Station. The detective to (3) …she gives her statement then disappears. Jane goes to an office in

Soho to answer the letter (4)… she had received. There she discovers that her uncle Gordon, (5)… lives in

South America, has sent her a small box (6) … she is only to open if in trouble. Jane, (7) … parents have

never mentioned an Uncle Gordon, is suspicious of the box, (8) …. she gives to her friend Tony. They go to

Scotland Yard and see Inspector Groves, (9) …. Has not heard of the Victoria Station murder, (10) … was

not reported to the police. Jane gives Inspector Groves the murdered man's ticket (11)… she found beside



his body. Then Jane and Tony decide to go to Redhill, (12)….. was the town (13)….the murdered man had

come from. On the train they meet a man, (14)….. face is somehow familiar to Jane, (15)…… says he

knows her Uncle Gordon.

PART THREE

1. Look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be

there. Tick each correct line. If a line has a word which should not be there, underline it.

The psychology of accidents

Most people are under the impression that

doing something by a mistake is quite different

from doing something on purpose. In the fact,

according to by some psychologists, many

accidents do not, on the whole, really happen

to by chance. There may be good reasons for

actions which seem to be accidental. For an

example, someone who fails to arrive on time

as for a meeting at work may be worried about

his or her job, or be in with difficulties at home.

In other words, there are often good reasons for

behaviour which seems at the first to be

accidental. Of this course, some people are

involved in more accidents than others. These

people are called 'accident prone'. In the general

they either suffer from stress, or could have in

a physical illness without knowing about it.

PART FOUR

1. Look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be

there. Tick each correct line. If a line has a word which should not be there, underline it.

Goodwriters... A course for you!

Jane was one of those students who has problems

with writing. First, her handwriting it was so bad

that most teachers couldn't to read it. The letters were



so small, that the words were extremely difficult to

read. Even though she tried to change her handwriting,

she felt discouraged. Secondly, she made so the many

mistakes in spelling and punctuation, so that her work

always gave a bad impression. As well as this, she

had problems with organizing her writing, in despite

making plans and writing notes. One day, though, she

took a Goodwriter writing course, so to learn how to

be an effective writer. At Goodwriters we taught her

how to organize her ideas. Although however she found

it difficult at first, so she soon made progress. She

learned to revise her writing, so as to improve it.

She started reading so too much that her spelling

improved, so while her handwriting became clearer too.

CONSOLIDATION

1. Decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space.

Arriving in Bluffville

Stephen arrived in Bluffville (1) the early evening, and walked (2) the bus station through the town centre,

looking for somewhere to stay. There was a huge old-fashioned hotel, (3) it was obviously closed. The

windows (4) street level were covered (5) sheets of corrugated iron. (6) there must have been many

travellers passing (7) Bluffville, but now the motorway (8) the south passed the town several miles (9) , and

so very few people stopped. Stephen found a telephone (10) a run-down bar, and called the nearest motel

(11) turned out to be seven miles away on the motorway. He asked the barman, (12) was reading a comic

book, how (13) a taxi would cost to take him (14) the motel. The man stared hard at Stephen (15) he said,

'No taxis here - haven't been any for more than ten years.'

1) A at B in C after D and

2) A down B with C from D away

3) A though B which C that D despite

4) A at B the C under D across

5) A and B with C from D up

6) A over B so C soon D once

7) A out B into C through D from

8) A in B of C by D to



9) A away B out C far D long

10) A and B which C in D box

11) A it B which C who D this

12) A although B why C he D who

13) A far B much C many D often

14) A to B in C at D out

15) A who B since C before D eventually

2. Look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a word which should not be

there. Tick each correct line. If a line has a word which should not be there, underline it.

The electronic age

I recently learned how to use a computer, and

I have many friends who they play computer games

at home. However, although recently I have begun to worry

that in nowadays we rely too much on electronic gadgets.

Once before people managed to write and think using

their brains, but now many people have become so

accustomed to using machines, so that they can't do

anything without them. There are many people who

they depend on electronic gadgets completely. For

an instance, many of my friends sit at home in the

evening and watch television, and instead of going

out so to meet people. I think that this makes everybody

feel more lonely, even though they learn a lot about

people all over in the world. Of course there are many

electronic gadgets that save us time, though not all

of them are really necessary. I am in favour of some

gadgets, but I am against of having everything in life

depending on pushing a button.

PART FIVE

1.Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word

given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word

given.

a) I think you should give up smoking immediately.



had

I think you ... give up smoking immediately.

b) I expect we will get there by 5.00, if there isn't too much traffic.

should

We…. 5.00, if there isn't too much traffic.

c) Is it necessary for me to bring my passport?

have

Do ….my passport?

d) I am sure that the cat is in the house somewhere.

be

The cat… in the house somewhere.

e) An aerial is not required with this radio.

have

You don't…. an aerial with this radio.

f) It is very inconvenient if you can't drive.

to

It's very inconvenient if……….. drive.

g) I am sure that John is not the thief.

be

John….. the thief.

h) I am certain that Norman will be late.

bound

Norman …..late.

i) All students should report to the main hall at 9.00.

are

All students …….to the main hall at 9.00.

j) I thought that you would know better!

ought

You …..better!


